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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Keynotes August 2021 

 

Friends, 
 The reports out of the Beaufort County Health Department tell a story that I very much don’t like.  
The Delta Variant is on the rise and transmitting rapidly in our county.  It’s hard to believe we are on the 
cusp of a situation not unlike last August.  Though I pray it doesn’t get any worse, it’s clear that it’s not 
getting any better for a while.   
 Data from numerous sources tells us that the best way to keep transmission levels down is a 
combination of vaccinations and mask wearing.  So, before I forget, I want to take this opportunity to 
encourage you to get vaccinated if you are medically able and have not yet done so. If you have feelings of 
skepticism, I encourage you to reach out to me (I can share my vaccine story.) and any medical 
professionals who can give more details about the safety of the vaccine.  
 So, let’s talk about masks.  Given the rising transmission levels and case count, coupled with current 
CDC recommendations, we will now be requiring masks to be worn on the campus of Saint Peter’s 
regardless of vaccination status. 
 I know that this comes as a bummer to many of you.  It’s a bummer for me as well.  Masks in church 
while singing in a humid climate like ours is not a recipe for comfort.  Believe me, with all my robes on, I 
don’t need one more thing adding to my body heat. 
 And yet, mask up we must.  For the scientific reasons, yes, but also for the spiritual reasons.  Many 
have turned to Jesus’ admonition to ‘love your neighbor as yourself’ as an impetus for seeing mask wearing 
as a good spiritual discipline.  And they are right.  Wearing a mask is an easy way to love our neighbors, our 
neighbor being anyone we come into contact with.  We love them enough to endure discomfort if it 
reduces the chance that we might asymptomatically transmit the virus.  The added bonus is that we, too, 
have an extra layer of protection. 
 This love, however, is not an emotion or a good feeling that animates us for only the briefest of 
moments.  It’s much more than that.  Deeper, and more powerful.  The love that animates our desire to 
protect our neighbors and ourselves is rooted in a vision of humanity that unabashedly and unequivocally 
pursues the health, well-being, and flourishment of our neighbors first and foremost before our freedoms, 
needs, and desires are even considered.   
 This is the Christian witness the world needs right now.  A witness to the humble and selfless love of 
God shown to us in the human flesh of Jesus of Nazareth “who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness.” (Philippians 2:6-7) 
 It is in this spirit that we wear masks.  Not primarily out of fear, but out of a holy 
caution in the interest of our neighbor’s well-being. 
 Let us continue to pray for all who have suffered and all who will suffer from this 
virus, and let us remain steadfast in our commitment to love with the same love of 
Jesus.         -Chris 
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Join us for in-person Worship  
(Please remember to wear your mask!) 

Sundays 

10am in the Church (English) 

12pm in the Chapel (Spanish) 

Wednesdays 

7am and 11am in the Chapel  
*Beginning Sunday September 12th, the 8am service will resume.  
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Saint Peter’s Clergy & Staff 
 

The Reverend Christopher Adams, Rector 
252-946-8151 
chris@saintpetersnc.org 
 

The Reverend Deacon Katherine Mitchell 
617-721-6614 
katherine@saintpetersnc.org 
 
Vincent Holliday  Sexton   
Sam Holt  Music Director/Organist 
Lex Mann  Treasurer  
Missy Parker  Day School Director 
Catherine Partrick Parish Secretary 
Jennifer Spivey  Parish Administrator  
Susie Taylor   Day School Director   
 

 

 
Vestry  Organization  

 
Swanson Graves-Senior Warden 

Richard Andrews-Junior Warden 

Laura Bliley-Pastoral Care 

Ken Hadley-Clerk 

Lynn Harrington-Outreach 

Ed Hodges-Stewardship 

Rachael Miller-Christian Ed & Youth 

Carol Nash-Rector Search Liaison 

Katherine Tate-Parish Life 

 

 

Our Financial Assistance Committee accepts requests from those in need of 
assistance with utilities and rent each Monday.  Donations to the Financial 
Assistance Fund support these needs and are always welcome.  Checks can be 
made payable to St. Peter’s with “FAP” in the memo line.  You can also donate 
online via the website at  saintpetersnc.org.   

 
Office Hours   

Mon-Thurs 8am-3pm, Fri 8am-12pm 
 

Giving to Saint Peter’s has never been easier! 
*Automatic Credit/Debit Card Payments 
*Gifts of Securities 
*If you are over 70 1/2, consider directing all or a portion of your RMD from your IRA to the church. 
Please check with your tax advisor to see if you would benefit from using any of these options. 
*Also, to make pledge payments or to give for any reason, you can do so from our website via the 
online giving link at www.saintpetersnc.org. 
*Mail your payment to PO Box 985, Washington, NC 27889 
If you need assistance with any of these options, email or call Jennifer Spivey at the church office. 
(946-8151, jennifer@saintpetersnc.org)  
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Please Pray For: 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, for this life 

and the life to come, knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or 

pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  The Book of Common Prayer. 

 

Please Pray for:  Jennifer Beach-friend of Stacey & Walker Lynch, Tim & Ted Cashion-friends of 
Liv Jones, Michael Chapin-friend of Steve Nobles, Terry Hopkins-friend of Pam Hodges, Nell 
Howell- friend of Betty & Bill Cochran, Jeffrey Jakub-friend of Bernice & Jay Marle, Betty Jarvis-
friend of Jean Sterling, Anthony Jeske-friend of Michelle Clancy, Lilly Jones-member, Virginia 
Keech-friend of Pam & Ed Hodges, Kirby Kuklenski-friend of Fred Holscher, Bill Litchfield-
member, James Lupton, III-relative of Betty & Bill Cochran, Jay Marle-member, Rosetta Mayo-
friend of Rosalyn Edwards,  Bill McCotter-friend of Cathy & Roy Whichard; Tommy Miller-friend 
of Rosalyn Edwards, Peggy Moore-member, Shelby Moore-family member of Jean Sterling, 
Frances & Clifton Nance-sister & brother-in-law of Anna Sizemore, Natasha Patrick-friend of 
Pam & Ed Hodges, Charlotte Reynolds-friend of Jean Sterling, Acra Samuels-daughter of Hodges 
& Marsha Hackney,  Carol & Grover Sawyer-friends of Leslie Whitehurst, Brad Smith-friend of 
Kathleen & Crane Couch, Larry Smithwick-friend of Cindy & William Cochran; Lisa Strang-
member, Marie & Jeff Swann-friends of Pam & Ed Hodges, Phillip Taylor-member, Carolyn 
Walker-friend of Kay Sharpe, Jay Wickam-friend of St. Peter’s, Donna Wilkerson-friend of Lois & 
Bill McLaughlin, Geary Winstead-member, Joan Wood-friend of Lorraine & Dick Babcock, 
Jeremy Yeagle-relative of Joe Stringer. 

Prayer list requests may be made by completing a prayer card from the pew rack in church or by calling (946-8151) or 
emailing the church office (communications@saintpetersnc.org).  Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. 

One of the difficult things about starting a new call, especially at a large parish like ours, is 
being able to know details of some of the most pressing pastoral care issues that emerged 
before I began at Saint Peter’s. Though I never expect people to share more than they are 
comfortable with, I look forward to opportunities to minister more particularly to you and 
your loved ones in times of need. One of the easiest ways to create these opportunities for 
pastoral care is to reset the Prayer List in our bulletin. Therefore, the current make-up of 
our Prayer List will be reset on Sunday, September 5th. This means that the names 
currently on there will be deleted unless requests are made to keep a name on the list. We 
have two main ways to make these requests. You can get in touch with the Office by email 
(communications@saintpetersnc.org) or phone (252-946-8151) or you can fill out the 
Prayer Request Card found in the pew racks. Now, when names are added to the list, I’ll 
have a better idea of who made the request, what the main concern is, and how I can be 
the best pastor in that situation that I can be. Thank you for your understanding, and let’s 
keep these prayer requests coming! 
          -Chris 



5 

 

Help us keep in touch with you! 

Please make sure and contact the church office if you have moved, changed 
your phone number or have a new email address.   Send  

updated information to communications@saintpetersnc.org or call 946-8151.  

If you would like a “fish” neck lantern with your 
name on it, please call the church 
office at (252) 946-8151.  We’ll be 
happy to make one for you. 

 "You are never more like Jesus than when you pray for 
others." (Max Lucado) We have a dedicated prayer team at 
Saint Peters. If you want to be "one that prays for others," 
please join our team.  If you are in need of prayer for 
yourself or for someone else, you can call Laura Bliley at 
252-495-3008 and know that prayer will begin in "real 
time."  All of these requests are confidential and we are on 
call 24/7.   
It works like this: 
a. We receive a prayer request from someone in our church to my number. 
b. A text message is sent to the team with the request. 
c. The team members respond back that they have received the request and that they 
will be praying. 
d. If the requesting person provides follow-up that they would like to share with the 
team, I will provide that. 

     
     Blessings to all of you who have “stepped up” to help with the Zion Shelter & 
Soup Kitchen sack lunch ministry.  Lunches will be joyfully delivered to the 
shelter through December.  Dates beyond then are available.  The sign up sheet is 
on the bulletin board by the church office.  
 

“But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed.  Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
Luke 14: 13-14 
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9/1 Marvin Gachuz 

9/4 Steve Nobles 

9/5 Maricruz Ramirez, Ian Stroud 

9/6 Bonita Arvizu, Betty Cochran, Santiago Espinoza 

9/8 Paola Adame, Tripp Andrews, Hank Van Dorp 

9/9 Anna Rianhard 

9/11  Henry Moore 

9/12 Charlie Brown, Trish Litchfield, Susan Pendergrass, Lilly Woolard 

9/13 Don Stroud 

9/14  Lex Mann 

9/15 Sally Pruden 

9/16 Allison Mordecai 

9/18 Mike Paul, Riley Roberson 

9/19 Kathleen Kennedy 

9/20 Giovanny Gachuz, Sergio Higuera 

9/21 Lisa Capehart, Jose Lora, Eugenia Serrano 

9/22 Reg Smith 

9/23 Rubi Adame, Carlos Arballo, Kathie Kriss, Stephanie Williams 

9/26 Jorge Adame, Vianey Lopez 

9/27 Val Johnson, Eliza Lee, John Tate 

9/28 Mitchell Blake 

9/30 Coop Cooper 
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FREE COLLEGE CAMP 
A partnership of 

 

 

What is College Camp? 

It's a series of 8 workshops, free to all participants, that will go through important aspects of the college application process. 
Students can attend any of the workshops offered each week, on Saturdays at 10 a.m. or Thursdays at 7 p.m., at Pamlico Books. 
Each week's Saturday/Thursday sessions will cover the same topic, so students don't need to come twice in one week. 

These sessions are geared toward juniors and seniors. On Oct. 9 and 14th, we invite 9th/10th/11th graders to join us for a preview 
of what's to come -- and what to do now to get ready for college! 

 

Note: Because of space limitations, a maximum of 25 participants will be able to attend each session. 

Who is leading the workshops? 

Deb Ryan (Miss Deb), whose husband, Tom, owns Pamlico Books. Miss Deb graduated from Princeton University and got her 
Master's in English Literature from Temple University. She's been teaching since the early 1990s and has taught every grade from 
pre-K through college (except 9th!). She is a certified college counselor and now owns Empower Triangle Tutoring, a college 
counseling service, and loves working with students to ease the stress of college applications. Her goal is for all students to 
understand the process and to have great choices in the spring of senior year! 

What is the schedule? 

Saturday (10-11 a.m)   Thursday (7-8 p.m.)  Topic     

August 14    August 19   College Search and CFNC 

August 21    August 26   Common App  

September 4    September 9   College Essay brainstorming 

September 11    September 16   Supplemental essays 

September 18    September 23   College Essay workshop day 

September 25    September 30   Financial aid (FAFSA & CSS) 

October 2    October 7   Scholarships 

October 9    October 14   9th/10th/11th get ready/overview night 

 

PARENT/GRANDPARENT/GUARDIAN NIGHT 

Tuesday, Sept. 7, from 7-8 p.m., we invite parents, grandparents, and guardians to join Miss Deb at Pamlico Books for an overview 
of the process and to answer any questions they may have! 

What do I need to bring? 

If you have a laptop, Chrome Book, hot spot, or device that you'd like to use to take notes or to sign up for accounts (including 
Common App), please feel free to bring that along! If you're old school like Miss Deb and like notebooks and pens, bring those! 

How do I sign up? 

Sign up using Sign-up genius here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4FAFAB292-college  

 

If you have questions, email Miss Deb at empowertriangletutoring@gmail.com 
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Message from the music director : 
 
Since we are back to regular worship services, I would like for those of you who love to 
sing to consider joining the choir. The only qualification is that you love to sing! The abil-
ity to read music is nice but absolutely not necessary. If you’re not sure but are curious, 
come give it a try. We work hard but have fun as well.  
 
Also, Saint Peter’s has a beautiful set of high quality hand bells that haven’t been rung in 
several years. So, it’s time to bring people together who are interested in learning how to 
ring bells. Ringing bells is exciting, fun and rewarding! Experienced and inexperienced 
ringers are all welcome! 
 
Please contact me if you are interested or “think” you might be 
interested in either of these opportunities.   My email 
is sam@saintpetersnc.org and my cell is  
704-438-1252. Please feel free to see me at church, email, call 
or text me. 
       -Sam 

Without volunteers, our stores may soon close. 
The Salvation Army needs immediate volunteers to stock merchandise at our Chocowinity and 
Washington stores. Shifts are available Tuesday through Saturday, between the hours of 10 am 
to 4 pm. We can also accomodate both small and large groups of volunteers to sort clothing 
items at our donations warehouse. Our stores provide critical revenue to help fund our work in 
the communities we serve. Interested volunteers may call our office at 252.946.2523 or book a 
volunteer time online: salvationarmycarolinas.org/washington/ 

All Souls’ Memorial Fund – July 31, 2021 

 

This is a brief report on the All Souls’ Fund.  The usual Annual Report will be given at year’s end. 

    All Souls’ Memorial Fund - $397,034.13 (Principal) 
    All Souls’ Emergency Fund - $137,080.41 (Income) 
    All Souls’ Checking Account - $1,628.40 

This Fund was established in 1954.  The principal is inviolate.  The income from the Fund can be used 
only for the protection of St. Peter’s capital assets in an emergency when the regular income from the parish 
is inadequate to meet the emergency.  The Funds are invested and administered by three trustees. 

                                            Bill Cochran, Trustee/Treasurer 
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RESERVE THESE DATES 

2021 Episcopal Church Women’s ATTIC SALE 

 Saint Peter’s ECW will host an Attic Sale on Friday, October 1st from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
and on Saturday, October 2nd from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon, in All Saints’ Hall. The proceeds from the 
sale will support the donations ECW makes to community organizations. 

 We need YOU to help us make this event a wonderful and profitable experience. Begin now to 
plan what you would like to clean out from your attics, closets, garages, and storage buildings. We’d 
love to have your treasures and discards! 

We welcome donations of the following: dishes and kitchen items, garden accessories and 
tools, furniture, rugs, gently used small appliances, artwork, fashion accessories, books (especially 
those for children), children and adult toys, sports items and exercise equipment, home décor and 
bric-a-brac, linens (bed, bath and kitchen), infant and toddler toys and specialty items (playpen, etc.), 
holiday decorations, and collectibles. And more!! 

Clothing, shoes and hats will NOT be accepted. However, we would love to have children’s 
clothing, Newborn to size 6. 

Get started now!!! We can hardly wait to see what you find stashed away that you can live 
without. Pick up of large items can be arranged. Call Mary Parker Liles (252-402-1624) 

We will receive donations in All Saints’ Hall on Saturday, September 25th and Sunday, 
September 26th through Thursday, September 30th. Times will be announced later. Donations will 
NOT be accepted after Thursday.   

A receipt for your donations will be available upon request.  

We are in need of storage space for early donations. Perhaps you have a garage or storage unit 
you could share with us from July to the end of September. Or maybe you would be willing to rent a 
storage unit for us. Contact Mary Parker with this good news! 

And, of course, we need YOU to volunteer. Help is required during the receiving of the 
donations, for pricing the donations and to sell all of these wonderful donations. Sign up sheets will 
be posted in Gardner Hall for your convenience. We need the help of MEN and WOMEN! 

Search all of the nooks and crannies of your home and do a real good job of purging items no 
longer useful to you but of need to someone else. And sign up to help make this 2021 Attic Sale the 
best ever! You don’t want to miss the good time we always have working together for such a good 
cause. 
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Open Door Community Center can use your help! 
 

Meals are needed for dinner each evening. 

Volunteers can access the Meal Train website to pick a date and bring meals. 

*Visit https://odccwashington.org. 

*Scroll to the bottom of the page and click “Visit Meal Train” link. 

*Select date of your choice. 

*Click on “Volunteer for This” in the green box and enter the requested 
information to create a user account for yourself. 

*Enter the menu you will be providing and check the reminder notification 
that you prefer to receive. 

*You will receive a confirmation email. 

For more information, or if you need assistance, please call:  

Brandy Vinson (252-559-3820) or Marcia Norwood (252-833-8514) 

 

Thank you for your willingness to help! 
 

Open Door Community Center 

1240 Cowell Farm Road 

Washington, NC 27889 

edodcc@yahoo.com 
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Meals for Shut-ins 

 
The Washington Nutrition Site for Seniors is located in the East Haven Apartments 
on Third Street and overseen by the Department of Social Services. Eligible seniors 
who are able, come for lunch and fellowship each day, Monday through Friday at the 
site. Covid has robbed them of this fellowship time but they are still able to come by 
and pick up their meals.  Shut-ins who are unable to shop or cook for themselves are 
delivered meals by volunteers from local churches and organizations, Monday – 
Friday, enabling them to remain in their own homes.  Because of Covid funds, the 
Friday teams (in addition to the hot meal), bring two frozen dinners to tide recipients 
over the weekend. St. Peter’s covers Route 2 every Friday.  The list has fluctuated 
between 7 and 14 meal deliveries per team each day, depending on the program’s 
funding availability. We currently deliver 13 meals. Our volunteers are Cathy & Roy 
Whichard, Jim Skillen, Bet & Tom Archie, Lex Mann, and me.  Over the years we have 
had many dedicated volunteers from St. Peter’s.  I would like to thank some of the 
recently retired delivery folks: Rosalyn Edwards, Verell Freese, and Peggy & John 
Hudson for their faithful service. 

If you are interested in taking over the 5th Fridays (3 or 4 a year), and/or being part of 
a substitute list, please talk to one of us at church or contact me for more 
information. I think you’d find this long-time outreach program very rewarding for a 
few hours “work” on Friday.  

Sallie Scales 

252-944-4842 

scales.sallie@gmail.com 
 

The last meeting of  the ECW was held on March 4, 2020 
when Marcia Norwood spoke about Open Door Community.  

What a joy it is to announce that we will  
FINALLY be meeting again,  

after 18 months, and the speaker will be our own Father Chris!   
Please join us on September 8 and 9:30 am in the Music Suite. 
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An Invitation to Learn More about EfM 
 Education for Ministry, better known as EfM, is a dynamic course of study and reflection on the entire 
scope of the Christian tradition from the earliest times to the present. It covers the basics of a theological 
education in the Old and New Testaments, church history, liturgy, and theology. During the academic year, EfM 
groups meet weekly in a seminar group under the guidance of a trained mentor. Participants enroll one year at a 
time for this four-year program. Each fall, new members begin with a study of the Old Testament. Returning 
members study the New Testament in Year 2, Church History in Year 3, and Theology and Ethics in Year 4. 
 
 Did you ever wonder why there are two creation stories in the Bible? Do you know how the Bible was 
written or why Christians worship in so many different ways? EfM can help you find the answers to these 
and many more questions. 
 
 If you are interested in learning more about EfM please call Jane Taylor, EfM mentor, at (252) 402-8782. 
I would love to talk with you about this program which has been offered here at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church since 2007. We are enrolling students now to begin study in September. 

Pamlico Deanery Event 
 The Bishop asked each of the five deaneries in the Diocese to plan a deanery-wide event this 
fall.  The events will each include a worship service; fellowship after much time apart; an opportunity 
for confirmation, reception, and renewal of baptismal vows; a preview of emerging mission priorities 
prior to convention; and an opportunity for everyone to meet Mollie.  The Pamlico Deanery event will 
be on Saturday, October 23 at St. Peters in Washington.  Additional information will be forthcoming 
but mark your calendars now and plan to attend.  The Pamlico Deanery includes: 

 St. Thomas, Bath; St. James, Belhaven; Trinity Church, Chocowinity; St. George’s, Englehard; 
Emmanuel Church, Farmville; St. Paul’s, St. Timothy’s and The Well (ECU and Pitt Community 
College), Greenville; St. Johns, Grifton ; St. Peter’s and Zion Church, Washington 

  Each deanery is led by a clergy dean and a lay dean.  The Deans of Pamlico are Rev. John Porter
-Acee (St. Timothy’s) and Kim Watson (Zion). 


